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v ns, turned Mu.nfflr's difficulty Into my
opportunity.

"Listen te me," I fald to the trcmbllm?
eunuch, ns soon as he had finished

hie tale to mo, "1 ran save you,
,inl will save yon, but only on one condi-
tion And thai Is. thai you procure me a
privates anil confidential audience of the
Sultan and that yr.u use your Influence
with hlni to gram the request I have to
make."

MuzafYlr, who, like all his tribe, was a
miser, seemed overjoyed at this cheap
method of rewarding me Of course, ho
wished t know the object I had In view.

I am Rolng to ask the Sultan to employ
me on secret political mission outside
he Turkish empire, B mission from Which

von have nothiPR to f ar. Your business
is to pursuadc the Sultun to trust mc let
that be enough."

Twilt and Wriggle as he would, the eu-

nuch found he could Ri-- nothliiR more out
r.f m He gave In, and his influence over
the mind ..f Abdul Humid being, unbound-irl- ,

1 quickly friund myself face to face
With the loan, dark gaunt-eye- d Asiatic
who styles himself Communiler of the
Faithful and Shadow of God on Earth.

Abdul Hamld proved to be In a more
suspicious mood than my friend In Paris.
A -- i.nl, us tin- peace rescript
he Interrupted me

'I am not going to disarm. know what
the Christian powers are b ihls time
Thev always begin to talk about pence
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Bjcust juage by .vnat X nave dorc already. Two days
Hdaev: heard my nante. Kov I am here, alone with you,
Kd revolve! in mj po ket ' The Sultan started violently."
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when they are pieparlnK to at-

tack somsbod) ."
Tan1! lift-ai- yblir MaJ t Is rlht The

quet1on what - the real desluii ;

thu particular piece of hypocrisy '

' l ki.ow that, too," was the unexpected
replj 'Ph.- - Hiisslans have - Ided to turn
their attention lb phlne There they can
loall ih. want with a hundred thousand
men So n uj to th. ir interest td g- - nd
of the burden or a great army which win
not be wanted foi n generation

This w.ih an Ingenious idea. tm it did
nol .itl-f- v m.- - any oiore than the setni-off- i.

ial one had done. I had ventured to
object .

If that Were rll. sire, th.iv WOuld be
no occasion tpi tills melodramatic appeal

( in bthei ubwirs There i nothing to
hinder Kussla rioin reducing r arma-men- t

hi pni liall tomorrow ho one i

dreams ( attacking her Hi-- i army Is kept
up i oi offense, not ror defense She is the
oni power thai could afford to set the h

ol disbanding-- ! ami such ah example
would earn more welghl than any nuffl-he- r

.f on paper, however well

"'The Sultan appeared strutk by this rea- -

B?Then what do you sa is the object be-h.- d

this BescHptr' he demanded.
do not know But I undertake to find

out If o.ir Majesty will furnish me with
the necessary means." ji..fViti

Abdul Hamld gave me a

It Is an expensive thing to buy Infor-
mation from the Cbuficll of State. ne
grumbled. ,'

You are right, she. And the higher
one goes, the more expensive it become?,
it Is char that this move has been en-

gineered b i" rsona who are able to man-

age the r.H1 hhnself. and such persona
are not likely to Sell their own game tot
much les than a million n.iibt--?-

Abdul Hamld quivered at the mention
Of thil sum SB though I had demanded
one of the eyes out of his head.

Why should i go to this expense? he
objected "1 have already told you that I

am not going to disarm.'
-- The Question whether you ate wtn- -

ir,2 to Bet Germanj and Austria disarm,
leaving vou to face Russia single-hande-

s irely it Is vorlh 100,000 pounds to rurke
to prevent her allies from falling into

a trap."
The Sultan still hesitated

How do know that I shall get any-

thing !r return if i trust you with this
monev'" he asked. BUSplclOUSlj

yotir Sty must Judge me by wha
have done Two days ago you

had rver heaic my name Now I am
here alone with you with a loaded

In mj pocket" the Sultan started
violrnllv- - . .ssinK the se. rets of your
foreign poll(.V. Docs thiit look as though
1 were a fool' "

The Commander of the Faitnful sat si- -i

Dlteiitivc! regarding me for some
minutes. Flnallj he dismissed me, prom-
ising to cpnsldei my proposal.

withdrew, confident that Abdul would
consult his favorite, and that
Muzaftir would see that got my way

A week later I was back In Paris, with
an autograph letter from the Sultan to
hlfl mbassador In Russia and a draft on
Hie Ottoman bank which 1 took the pre-- .

h H to exchange for a letter ol rredlt
trorn a private Parisian banking tlrm to
the Ephrussls of Petersburg.

Mv Intention way t go to Fiussla In the
character ot a French financial agent, the
representative of a syndicate of Paris
bankers, on the lookout for profitable

from the government of the
' 7.ir. In thll Waj I hoped to be able to
approach Influential persons without

Mini; suspicion and to ascertain their
corrupt lb! lit) before exposing my secret
object.

In order to play this part It was not
necessarv for me to Indulge In any ac-
tual deceit As a matter of fact the de-

mand for foreign capital to develop Rus-
sian properties !s a steadily increasing
one, and I had no difficulty In meeting
with financiers willing to constitute me
Heir agent, to Inquire Into the character
Of some of the undertakings submitted to
them

The only person I proposed to take Into
my confidence was the Turkish Embas-
sador in Petersburgi 011 whom I rolled for
Information as to the personal Influences
at work In the Russian court.

It was to the Embassador, therefore
that I paid rnv flrM llt on arrlxlng In
tha northern capital. His Excellency re-

ceived me at first with some reserve,
which was quickly dissipated by a peru-
sal of the Sultan's missive.

"You have corao to learn the truth

about this rescript," he remarked. "It Iscertainly a new departure You dlsbe-pose?- "
"ihcerlty of the Czar. 1 sup- -

"Not In the sincerity of the Tzar, but Inthe sincerity of those who make his
sentiments the cloak of their

"VI tif'r't Policy." I corrected
Embassador nodded approvinglyou have put your finger on the wvakspot. he responded. The danger Indealing with this rescript is that theother powers may take It serlouslv "Owing

'1, th0Jr irust In the personal character ofjsichoius. in reality Mchola is merelyan Instrument in the hands of thre,. per-sons without who.-.-- ndee he does noth-ing and two of th1--. ,hree are them-selves creatures of the Council of State
And the three persons are0""They are his mother, the DowagerEmpress Dagmnr: Pobiedonostzeff, theProcurator of the Holy Svnod; and theOrand Duke . the Czar s constantompanlon and bosom friend."At the sound of such names as these Iwas almost appalled at the outset Thecharacter of the Dowager Empress, as

much as her rank rendered her ap-
proachable. M IV.bledon.tzcff. althougha bigot, was not likely to be u traitorrho Grand iJuke was an unknown quan-
tity, as far as I was concerned, but It did
Pot Hrrn very probable that a personage
In his position would prove accessible to a
bribe

It neer doec to despair too soon. T put
the . 1,--- ! i. mi ii ii.ii . aii-- n.'iiL'e oi in,,dark ulde of human nature has renderedhabitual with me

"Has the Grand Duke anv vices?'"He gambles a good deal In the Yachtclub."
I drew a breath of Batlsfactlpn Of allmen the gambler Is the easiest to COn tpt

becausi- - to hlni alone money is every-
thing, and because there tone s a time mevery gambler when money Is not to be
had

"Who are hi gambling companl ns?'
Was m next question.

The Embassador named several Russiannoblep ,,f high rank, among whom theleading spirit seemed tO.be a Plin. e Boris
Mend'lieff I was koIdr on with my in-
quiries when his Excellency checked ma

"I have told you enough it Bei ins to me,
to enable you to go bv yourself. In the
meantime 1 am the Embassador of theSultan, not his secret service agent, and
I wish to know nothing that might com-
promise "me

I respected his seruple, though thevwere such as some Russian diplomatists
would scarcsl) have understood, and pro-
ceeded to form my own plans for making
the acquaintance of Pi hu e MendclleffFortunately the Russians are as unsus-
picious n private life as thev are sum-p- h

lous In pol'.tl. s Me sti ,,' i.rlug.
player game in which I have no living
BUperor, proved a reads passport Into the
gaming circles r Petersburg and it was
not long before I found myself sitting at
the same .aid table With the lntlm.it.- - ,.f
the Grand X ike

T Was lucky enough to lose a eoiiHldei-abli- -
sum to him which 1 paid with a

gooil gnu-- , and he could not do less than
Invite me to rtlei house. I accepted thC in-

vitation with an eagerness which must
hove struck him as rather and
we droe there together u i i hot'!. ,,r
champagne 1 became confidential. 1

avowed myself to be a monej lender: as
well as h and hlute.j
that 1 should be prepared to pay hand-
somely for Introductions to client! of high
station.

Mend- lleff took the bait like a hungry
pike He WPs tin first (o mention t h
name of the Grand Luk" doubtless, know-
ing that ht imperial Highness would be
onl too pleased to meet such an accom-
modating person as i appeared to a
bargain whs struck, and Uendelletl tiroin-Ise- d

to let me know - BOOn as he ItaAl
arriinged for m reception by his august
patrpn.

The meeting took place In the Prince's
own house. Qards wre produced; the
stakes were exceedingly high, ami rather

t of"It was a

asralnst mv wish I won sua. III. while
the losses "of the Grand Duke were sc- -

ere enough to disturb his g hiinuu
artfullv tile rlgbi

to present me as a friend in nee-d- .

and to take off th.- rest of the patty,
us together

The Grand Duke lost no time In putting
me to the zroof.

"You a banker, are you not. M.

was the name
I tiad crossed the frontier.

"At leaf. represent some important
financial houses." I replied.

oh snare me that kind of thing, his
imperial Highness returned Impatiently;
let us take the usual comedy for

how much you arefranklyand U II me '
.renar- d to lend me.

I do not know how much you want,
sir but I have any sum

'
up to a million

at j our set vice.
The Grand Duke's eyes sPklen-

M de Sarthe. ou are a friend.
ho exclaimed. "But what are your

terms for this adt an B '

Is concerned,s far as our
n thing 1 do not cvon RSk tnal tnls
loan hall ever be repaid."

He started at for a moment In as-

tonishment Then all at ot I. - I "
changMl. and his voice dropped to a

W"Ah'' I understand. This, is some af-

fair of the servl. . You are

(donUtbSe' Third Sec- -

I

tlon. If that Is what your Highness means,
I am, as I have said, a financier, and
m only oldect Is to muke money."

"I see. You wish me to Influence the
Government or. jour behalf?"

"Not exactly that. sir. I am In search
of Information -- Information w ill

me to operate successfully on the
Pe l is Bourse "

The Grand Duke looked rather relieved
It was evident that he did not consider
this very serious

' And what Is the information you
want?" he-- asked.

It Is very simple. 1 ivant to know the
real hearing of th" reeent rescript
of the Tsar. Let explain." 1 went on
qulcklv raising m hand .is saw he was
about to speak. "I know the surface ex-

planation of the matter, but do not be-

ll ve It. do not believe that this
would ever have seen the light un-

less the Council of Stati had some pur-pot-- o

of their own to serve by It, and I

want to know what that purpose Is It
Is nol to lessen the burden of their ar-
maments; thev could that. If they
choose, t, .morrow. This Is an appeal to
the other powers to disarm, and 1 want
to know why It has been made."

The Grand' Duke listened to this speech
In silence biting his llus with an air of
Indecision from I augured a good

"You seem to know a good deal. M de
Sarthe." he said sullenly. 'Surely you
must know that I am not in the secrets
nl our r of-lg- Mil ice.

' I believe that, of course, if you sav
so sir Uut I believe as well that the
Trar did not draw up this document with-

out vour encouragement, and that In n- -.

ouraglng the Tsar v. u acted as the In-

strument of tin Council of State I am
entitled to suppose that you not a
blind Instrument, but that you knew
prettv well why the Council were so,
ready to fall In with the enthusiastic Im-- i

ulses of Nicholas II."
but It went homeIt was a bold thrust,

The Grand Duke gave me a startled look
ani relapsed Into a long spell of silent
pondering Flnallj he said:

And suppose I were to tell you some-
thing that vou coaslder It worth a million

what guarantee have 1roubles to hear,
that vou would nol betray m secret
What proof have I even now that you
are not a spy set on by my enemies In

the Council of State''"
will give vour Hlgnness that

. n condition that if It Is satisfactory, you
"Will accept my proposal

t consent "
Then all I need do Is to Invite you to

make your communloattdn, not to me bul
;.. the Embassador of the Sublime Porte,

vou will hardly suspect of being
in th confidence of M Pobledonostsefl

with these words i rose to mj feet.
Stupefied for u moment, th- - Duke
recovered himself m time to make u de--

taliilntr icesture
Do not go monsieur. U hat you have

- ild eompletelv satisfies me It appears
that 1 am required to betray my country

That depends," I returned, smoothly.
If the Cornell of State Is plotting to

betrav the Tsar as 1 understand It is, I

should have thought it consistent with
th.- honor of a Russian Prince of the
blood to take pari In defeating their un- -

worth) se hem' s."
Thh v.a.s evidently a new view to bis

Imperial Highness, and I could see t ib-

ex prvSsToti f his face that It w.ls telling
uowerfully.

"Well, hi said al length. It s lo
me that vou have mv word When do
VOU propose to paj no- this money?"

Now. Ibis moment. If jour Highness
pleases "

Count It out. then, was the brief In-

junction
i obeyed it as a singular ene as I

stood there la Ing down pile aftr- - pile
of greasy ten tbousimd notes on
a richly Inlaid table, while one ..I the
highest personages In the proudest i ourt
i. f Europe or Asia stood ticslde me, his
tull figure glistening With gold orna-
ments and Jeweled decorations, and his

sinuiar scene, as I stood here laying down pile pile

orcisy notes on a richly inlaid table."'

Mendclleff seized

having

'DoSarthe under which

granted,

rubles
In-

deed"'

me

serrel of- -

which
enable

peace
me

do

which

proor

whom
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rouble

after

dark Slavor.lan features flushed with ex-

citement and greed As the last note
left my Angara, ha bent down and
hi eat heel In my ear

"Take the Siberian railway and use
your eyes."

1 am ready to admit that my first feel-
ing, after henrlng those few words Which
had cost me a hundred thousand roubles
each, was ono of sickening disappoint
ment. But a very little consideration
served to show me that the Grand Duke
had told mo enough to plaee- success
within my reach, and that the informa-
tion whleh he thus put It In my power to
a .pure b my ow n observation was .

to be of greater value than any
mere, slattmont made at second hand

Somewhere along the vast. Just corn-p- i
ted track which connects the Baltic

with the Pacific lay the key to the true
purpose of that famous rescript whleh
had Imposed on all the statesmen of the
world, and only vigilance and circum-
spection wore required to find It

Never was there a Journey more
fraught with peril than that Which I now
undertook I had to disappear from civ-
ilization for an unknown length of time,
and plunge Into a region shrouded In
mysterious dread, the land of prison and
exile; the jjloomy realm which forms the
background to the showy life of the capi-
tal beside the Neva, llke a dark subtci

a i. an dungeon hidden hen. alh a glit-
tering palace.

From Siberia few enemies of the Rub-

s'

slan Government ever return. My safety
depended on my ket ping up the charac-
ter of a financial agent, on the lookout
for oure.-- s of wealth requiring French
capital for their development. In that
character I was sure of a corellal recep-
tion, and it served as a convenient cloak
for some, curiosity about the country I
was passing through

Not daring to Intrust my secret to a
eompanlon. i was obliged lo go without
sleep from the moment of leaving the
Ural mountains behind. The utmost

I could allow myself was such
a light dojso left the attention ready
to hap Into activity at the b ast provoca-
tion. At every stopping pla. I got out
and mad.- - a careful examination of the
neighborhood The one thing I had lo
fear was the night. In the Cimmerian
darkness of a northern winter I might
have been carried past an army without
perceiving It

The train by which 1 traveled was a
long one. and It was Increased before wc
entered Asia by the addition of an open
car like a cattle-truc- k, containing peas-
ants whom I took to be prisoners. I had
to be careful not to show myself too In-

quisitive, hut I noticed at the various
stations along the track that they were
all young men of about the same age.
and that they got In and out In obedi-
ence to orders given by officials who
were armed and whom I Imagined to be
warders or police.

I did not consider It safe to hold much
conversation with my fellow passengers.
It was probable that meire than one spy
was among them. I had an uneasv sen-
sation of being wateh-- d by Invisible eyes
and I knew that If I once aroused real
suspicion by my behavior, my doom was
se aieel.

So the days and nights passed, and the
truln crept on lis wa across the silence
of the fioz-- continent I stralnc-- my
eyes In vain across the bill ding wa-t.-

and strained my ear- - through the night
No sight or sound rewarded me save
th.- solitary huts of the railway men and
the monotonous tinkle of slelghbells.

According to my reckoning we had got
nearly- half way from the i ral to the
Amur when the longest stage of all was
reached. We, ran from the sunset of one
day to nearly noon of the next only halt-
ing to take In water and fuel. Then at
last the train entered a town of consid-
erable Importance apparently a sort of
depot of the line, there being many slde-rall- S

on w hich tru ks were standing as
though walling till they should be re-

quired.
As soon as the train stopped. I got out

ai asual the other passengers to
stretch rn let- - and look about in- - The
long Journey and the lack of proper i st
had so exhausted me that It was some
time before realised that there was an
unusual lack of bustle about this par-
ti, ular halt

When at last the fact of this strange
stillness was borne hi upon my conscious-
ness. I roused myself to observation At
once I perceived that the alighting pass
sengers were fewer in number than

it was the troop I had mistaken
for prisoners who were missing looked
al th end of the train for their car It
was no longer there

We had silently slipped the wagon In
the i burse of (h- - night"

This dlscovei acted on my tired brain
like magic. In an Instant I was ngaln on
the alert, cautious Investigator whose de-- i

Islons wen- - as swift as his intuitions
were unerring. 'Without hesitating I re-

turned te mv canlage. removed my lug-
gage with the aid of a porter, and or-
dered a sleigh lo drive me- - lo the hotel.

The guard of tho train uuio up to me.
us was making these preparations, and
asked me If I wee not going on

Not by your train." I replied blandly
"I shall br.-n- my Journey here, and look
about me. By what can so this place
seems likely to In- - an Important comm. r
. ial center, such as I have- - come In search
of

lour excellency i i iiMantll, me iihiii
answered rough!) "This place i noth-
ing at all only a .lumping place for spare
waRolis. Tomen r ow we shall i nine to a
really Important town, where much bUSl--

bs is done."
I gave the fell. .a- - my most supercilious

stare. '1 h.-- prlllng out a note for fifty
roubles, i handed n to him. saying
haughtily

"1 am obliged ti you for your trouble.
Good day "

lie dr. w bad; astonished and abashed,
and I maele my way out of the station,
without once turning to sco If I were
follow e.l

Dlrei tly I reached the hotel l threw
myself on a bod and slept soundly for

hours
T awoke rei'i. ehsd and vigorous, and

ready lo carry out mj task with cool-
ness and resolution. Knowing myself to
be In a land where every second man
was a spy. thoupht It idle to attempt
any concealment of my actions. I was
there as an explorer, and I determined
to explore boldly. If the r.gents of I he
Government took It on tbomseiv.-- s to
stop me. I knew well enough how to deal
with them

My first step was to ask the landlord
of the hotel to recommend me a guld
The man whom he presented to me was
a typical mouohard. with "spy" written
on every line of his countenance. This
was Just what T "xpectcd. I eng-i- c d
him at a liberal salary, and ordered him
to fit out an expedition for a Journe) of
some dnvs into the Interior

'.'Where do you want to go?" the man
asked

Whore T please." T replied sharplv.
"Keep vour curiosity to yourself or ttkc
another master. I want a guld.- not a

"partner
'I his rebuke had the desired effect. The

police agent for such of course ho was.
was ..bilged to come with me on my own
terms Doubtless ho reported me to his
i.un in as n headstrong man who eouid
not be controlled by any means save
Open force.

At the same time I lost no opportunity
of Impressing the authorities with my
assumed character The Prefect of the
town called on me and I explained to
him that Siberia was regarded In Paris
a one of the richest mlr.ei.il regions of
the earth, and that I was merely the
pioneer of a swarm of prosp ctbrs who
.... be Invading It before long I made
his mouth water as i talked ,.f shares
and syndicates and oonvevod to him that
by a judicious use of his opportunities be
might become one ..f the millionaires of
the future.

To the westward ot the town In the
direction from which the train had
brought me. there was visible a of
low hills, a consnleuous landmark In the
desolate plain, it was toward these
hills that I ordered my guide to conduct
me, ns son as the preparations for the
march were completed

The rascal was cunning enough to hide
his reluctane'o. and we pet out Put nfter
v- .- hoi gone n day's joumev i noticed
that our march was steadfls veering
away from the line of the railway, and
taking a northerly direction. I said
nothing, dctermlneel to counteract thi
tactics at the right moment. At the end
of the third day. after a slow pmgr.-s-

compared with the speed of the train, we
pltchcel our camp at the foot of the
range, about forty miles, as near as I
could Judge, from the point where it was
pierced bv the railway

The next morning the caravan wound
Its wav to the summit of the rldgO, and
l looked down on a bro.ui valley, watered
by a rleer. and broken up by small spurs
Jutting out from the main watershed. As
the guide was SPOUl to plUnge down, so
as to cross tin. stream. I checked him ab-- r

iptlj
"W aro not going that way. I shall

turn southward now. and keep along the
summit of the rldgo till we come to therailway

The mans face turned as black as a
thunder-cldud- .

'You cannot go that wav " he snorted
"Why?"
Ho hesitated
"Because it Is Impassable The horses

will brook down "
W will go on till thev do," T an-

swered sternly. And lot this bo your
last attempt to dlohe me At the "next
I send yon back, and go on without you '

The mar. slunk forward, mutterlnccurses, which I affected not to hear. Hut
I had not yet frightened him sufficlentlv
At the next halt one of the elrivers
to me and reported that a horse hadgone lame.

' Bring It here." I commanded.
Ho went away, and returned leading the

animal
"Go." I said sternly "Take the horse

back with you. and take rations for
three days. Do not let me see you
again."

The driver looked thoroughly crestfall-
en Ho slouched back to his comrades
Without another word

I waited till half an hour hod parsed,
then I rose and walked over to the camp-fir-

round which my followers were
seated, the driver among them

"Hpw Is It that you aro still here" ' I
demanded.

' The horse is all right again," was the
surly answer

"So much the worse for you." I took
out my revolver In one hand, and my

"There at th? widening lay r double line of rails, and
space low banks and ditciifts the lines of

a encampment, capable of accommodating half a men."

watch in the other. "In ten minutes
from now I aim this revolver at you and
lire" 1 remarked 'It kills al two hun-dre- d

metres. should advise you to get
out of range."

I do not Ihlnk I have ever seen a man
get through his preparations lh ess time
than then Look before the 3ed time
was up. he was well out of reach, gal-

loping down the slope of tho hill.
through a wildIn .verv oxpedllloii

country there comes a morn-- nt which de-

cides who !t to be master. That moment
I V. ..1 no fear of further trouble 1

WOi now able (.. unbend with lh.- guide
i inform, d him thai 1 expected to find
gold, and promised him a rich reward It
1 succeeded with his aid.

But a disappointment was In store ror
me Although w marched carefully
along ttv summit of the hills, and I

Bcruttnlsed everj( yard of the. valley be- -
Held gla.-s- . I ele-- i,.,

0 with a powerful
ted no trace Of anything calling rot-In-

.

ligation in fact I disc rned no signs
the Urm- - i had work, d,. h ,, nan llf Bj

down to the railway began to fear mat
1 was on a falr-- scent.

It was in the night, we had
pitched our camp Close beside the line,
that th.- true solution occurred to mo. t

rose on.) locretly crept out of my tent,
eh. the solitary watchman, and made

v a along the track of the rails Af-

ter groping and stumbling over the rough--
l.i f. load for or lour miles, 1

- idi nly made a discovery The hue di-

vided sending off u branch Which
curved away to the south

knew now what had become "f the
mlsidng gang of prisoners, or rather for
by this time 1 saw more ilearly f mill-ta- r

recruits.
8)80 knew win had missed ni . w....

Th guide had led me to the north Ot the
line, and what I had come so far to lir.d
lax tO the BOUth.

Thi n xt day I issued orders to con-tln.-

tb march to the southward cross-
ing the railway. Thei face of the guide,
when ho received this direction, sut.'l-Clen-

Showed that I was getting warm,
as the children say at IsSt He made no
open remonstrance but In the course of
ibt dav noticed that another man and
horse had disappeared.

I raid no attention to this proof of
treachery M cams 100 lat; lo affect me.
B n Of ihe first day after quitting
tie main line for the south. I was al-

ready In possession of the carefully
guarded secret of the Council of State.

There al my feet along the widening
valley lav a double line of rails, gleam-
ing blue In the sunlight, and all across
the level upace at regular Intervals
stretched low banks and ditches tho
lines of i vast encampment, capable or
accommodating half a million nun sun
further on had a glimpse of the white
sparkle of t. ni and rules of Ir. n

timber and I even fan 'led I ould catch
the faint hum of voices and the thud of
hsmmi rs as the hidden army tolled away
a Its barracks and ontrenchne nt.v
The meaning of the Peace Rescript was

manifest at U6t. and the meaning was
fermldable Indeed. While aopearlng to
disarm In concert with the rest of l.uropc.
Russia's Intention was secretly to with-
draw her enormous forces to thla unsus-necte- d

retreat, from whence, at ths
moment thoy would Issue like a

lt..n of mnglc to ov rwhf lm the
less continent.

j had made my discovery; '.t was ytl'.l
a cutest Ion whether 1 was to return with
It In safet

Before I had made up my mind whether
to push my observations further. J was
alarmed lo see a sotnia of CoSSOCkS

by a Russian officer. My
little camp was quickly surrounded, and
the o! floor presented himself before me.

It required all my ne-- r o to deal with
the emergency The tlrst word of the
Officer showed mo that he considered lire
a sp and was prepared to hing ms Ollt
off hand. I affected the utmost astonish-
ment and and the
papers which showed mo to oe a Kf.--

traveling on behalf of various finan-
cial syndicates In Paris. The officer
thi ust them aside conlotnptuouslv

"All this Is nothing to me," ho declared.
' Vou should n t have come within roach
of our camp. Even If 1 do not hang you,
you will never be allowed to return to
Europe, of that you may be assured."

"I will take my chonco of that. Cap-
tain," 1 answered coolly. "Living In this

out of the way region, you perhnpa havs WWM

not heard that Fiancn and Russia are In WWM
military alliance, and. besides, that the WWM
Tsar has declared hi" Intention to dls- - WWrn

arm. so that your preparations here have WWm

ceased to bo of the slightest consequence, WWm
to anybody."

The officer was fairly staggered He WM
had heard, of course, of the French u'll- - mWW
ance, and no doubt some rumor as to thn WWm
recent, rescript had penetrated to tho so- - WWm
ere . eamp. but w ithout Its scope being WWt
very well understood. WM

''I know that It 'Is my duty to arret WWm

yon. at the very h ast." he persisted WWm

"As to that, you will do as you please
Tt will sound well In Paris that ovo-- v WM
prospector who ventures Into Siberia wltli Wm
a lew of developing the resource of the kWt
country exposes himself to the. ?reatmnt
of t spy. M YVitte will find It takes boms iHpersuasion to secure, another French WWm

WWt
It Is needless to give further detail of WM

a conversation In which the Ignorance of WWt
the Russian gave me- - a cry great ad- - LWi
vantage over him. i am vain enough to WM
plume myself on having made use of iho WWt
treacherous rescript to 1M Lm
authors, in saying that, of curse, I do Lmm

not refer to Nicholas II.. who perhaps
did not even know of the existence of tho
hidden camp. W--

W

In th- end the Cossack officer decided
to escort me back to the town where I Lmm

had left, tho train, and hand me over to WW
the civil authorities, a decision Which WOS WW
assisted by the usual methods of psrsua Wt
slon In the East. My friend the Prefect. WWt
already predisposed In my favor, required Wm

my feet, along valley,
across tho level stretched WW

vast million

after

ding

three

rail.

Indignation, produced

a somewhat heavier bribe and finally I

made assurance doubly sure by resum- - WW
lug my Journey eastward, and leaving WW
Russian territory by way of the Chinese WW
frontier. WW

It was from the first telegraph station , wW
In the Celestial Empire that I sent tho Lmt

cipher dispatch to Constantinople which
was destined to render abortive the much WW
talked ol conference at The Hague WW

' Russia ju. paring enormous concealed
' amp In Siberia, beside railway, to hid.
forces when nominally disbanded. 1 ha. -

Abdul Humid wap too shrewd to take
gny open part In opposing the Russian WW
proposals, but when I saw tho firm stand
made against them by the German rcpre- - uW
itentatlvcs, I knew that he had nol WW
thrown my telegram Into the WSBte- - WW
paper basket. WW

It only remains to add that the Russian LW

Government, realizing that Its secret had
been betray eel. stealthily set to work to
efface every ctlgri of tho concealed camp;
and that. If my latest Information be cor- - mW
rect. the mysterious valley is again given WW

dot to silence and to solitude. WW
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